


AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE 
No. 74 


Issue 2. 
Tth June, 1973. 


CERTIFICATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
UNITED KINGDOM CIVIL HOVERCRAFT 


I Introduction 


1.1 ARB Notice 74, Issue 1, issued in 1966, covered the 
arrangements made when the intrinsic safety of hovercraft 
was administered, under the Air Navigation Order, by the 
Air Registration Board from the time of its being requested 
to do so in June 1961, until the creation of the CAA in April 
1972, and was also valid until the Hovercraft (General) 
Order 1972 came into full operation on 26th June 1972. 


1.2 Since hovercraft matters are now dealt with by hovercraft 
documents, and since aircraft documents do not apply also to 
hovercraft, unless specifically so stated, it is intended that 
this notice should serve as an introductory notice only. 
Further hovercraft information will be promulgated through 
appropriate hovercraft media such as those referred to in 


para. 2 and 5. 

NOTE: Hovercraft documents issued by the CAA, or used under CAA 
hovercraft approval, will be identifiable by the use of the word “‘hover- 
craft” or of a hovercraft approval reference. 





2 U.K. Legislation Since the passing of the Hovercraft Act 
1968, which provided, in effect, for hovercraft to be treated as 
vehicles in their own right, and not automatically subject to 
laws made specifically for other types of vehicle, a number of 
= Statutory Instruments (SJ) have been promulgated. A list of 
OU these, which constitutes the current UK hovercraft legislation, 
is given in this para. 2.* 
The Hovercraft Act 1968 
The Hovercraft (General) Order 1972 (SI. 1972/674) 
NOTE: This order deals with Registration and Safety. 
The Hovercraft (Application of Enactments) Order 1972 (SI. 


1972/971) 

NOTE: This order makes applicable to hovercraft certain legislation, in a 
modified form, which is already applicable to other forms of transport. 
Matters covered include collision avoidance, distress, salvage, casualty 
investigation, and the functions of the Airworthiness Requirements Board 
in relation to hovercraft in such a way as to parallel those it has for aircraft. 


*Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 49 High Holborn, London WC1V 6HB 
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The Hovercraft (Civil Liability) Order 1971 (SI. 1971 /720) 


The Hovercraft Act 1968 (Commencement) Order 1972 (SI. 
1972/979) 


The Hovercraft (Fees) Regulations 1972 (SI. 1972/852) 


The Hovercraft (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 1972 (SI. 
1972/1741) 


The Civil Aviation Authority (Hovercraft) Regulations 1972 
(SI. 1972/862) 


Working Arrangements 


3.1 The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) Marine 
Division, is responsible for operational safety matters, in- 
cluding the prescription of requirements for facilities or 


equipment needed for compatibility with a specific operational 
environment. 


3.2 Under the Hovercraft (General) Order the only area of 
interest of the CAA in hovercraft and their equipment corres- 
ponds substantially to the aeronautical interest of CAA 
Airworthiness Division. The Division has established a 
Hovercraft Department within which its hovercraft work and 
liaison with marine authorities is concentrated ; when necessary, 
this Department enlists the advice or assistance of other staff. 


3.3. The Hovercraft Requirements Committee (comprised of 
technical representatives from manufacturers, operators, 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping and Government bodies), 
created to advise the staff of the Air Registration Board, now 
advises the hovercraft staff of the CAA on requirement 
matters. 


3.4 In order to ensure that hovercraft are treated on their 
own merits, but without losing the experience of other fields, 
the Airworthiness Requirements Board has created a Hover- 
craft Committee to advise it on hovercraft matters. This 
Committee has a balanced composition as between hovercraft 
and independent interests, and as between manufacturers and 
operators. The independent membership includes persons 
with experience of safety matters in marine and aviation fields. 


Approval of organisations 


4.1 Hovercraft approval of organisations is based on a similar 
philosophy to CAA aircraft approval of organisations, but 
differs in important details, which are related to the specific 
needs of the hovercraft industry. Hovercraft approval is, 
generally, simpler to negotiate, and permits greater freedom of 
operation. Aircraft approval of an organisation does not 
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connote hovercraft approval of an organisation (which is 
handled by the Hovercraft Department) or vice-versa, but 
organisations needing hovercraft approval, which are already 
the holders of, for instance, a CAA aircraft approval, may find 
that much of the work needed to obtain approval has already 
been done. In some cases it is convenient for a local, or 
specialist, CAA Airworthiness Surveyor to be the normal 
channel of communication between such an organisation and 
the CAA Hovercraft Department. 


4.2. A modified form of CAA hovercraft approval is applied 
to organisations designing or constructing “Hoverplatforms”’, 
and this together with appropriate exemptions from DTI on 
operational safety matters, provides for simpler safety arrange- 
ments to be acceptable for certain heavy, non-self-propelled 
industrial vehicles using the air cushion ‘principle. 


4.3. The CAA will make available a current list of hovercraft- 
approved organisations to those organisations in the industry 
which request it. 


Publications and Information 


5.1 Requirements. Since 1962, the design and construction 
requirements for hovercraft have been contained in the 
provisional British Civil Air Cushion Vehicle Safety Require- 
ments; these have now been replaced as a basis for certification 
by British Hovercraft Safety Requirements (BHSR). The 
price of BHSR is £2 per set including binder, which includes 
entitlement to issue of all amendments made up to 3lst 
December 1973, without further charge. After this date an 
amendment service will be operated at a price to be announced. 


5.2 Notices. So far a few hovercraft matters have arisen 
which would normally have been dealt with by the issue of a 
“Notice”, but these have been dealt with by other means. 
However, the creation of a separate “CAA Hovercraft 
Notice” series is envisaged so as to avoid confusion regarding 
applicability. CAA Hovercraft Notices will form a complete 
series in themselves, and when this series is initiated no 
Airworthiness Notice, other than this Notice No. 74, will 
refer to hovercraft. This Airworthiness Notice No. 74 
contains hovercraft information for those who are not in- 
volved in the hovercraft field, but may so become in the future. 


5.3. Publications. Requests for publications, including British 
Hovercraft Safety Requirements (BHSR) and Hovercraft 
Notices, should be made to Civil Aviation Authority, Printing 
and Publication Services, Greville House, 37 Gratton Road, 
Cheltenham, Glos., GL50 2BN, England, quoting ‘Hovercraft’. 
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5.4. General and Technical Enquiries. These should be addressed 
to the Civil Aviation Authority, Airworthiness Division, 
Hovercraft Department, Brabazon House, Redhill, Surrey, 
RH1 1SQ, England. Telephone: Redhill 65966, Telex: 27100 
quoting ‘Hovercraft’. 


6 Cancellation This Notice cancels ARB Notice No. 74, 
Issue 1, dated 12th May, 1966, which should be destroyed. 


for the Civil Aviation Authority. 


Airworthiness Division, 
Brabazon House, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1SQ. 








